


newsletter and found it interesting and informativéuring 2014 the§
Destination Viking Association has continued torbeognised as a centrE# 4
of authority within the Viking World with it beingsked to recommen
authoritive speakers on various aspects of the ngikworld, including §
events held at the British Museum in London coimgdwith its major §
Viking exhibition.  This involved participating ina sold-out -?:'{.-
discussion entitled “Who Were the Vikings?” and th@hairman =
participating in another sold-out panel discussatitled “The Vikings in “ £
Britain and Ireland: between culture and memorWe have continued thaf
practice of encouraging networking and the exchaafjebest-practicep
wherever the Board meetings are held. Where tmesgings are held, th¢
Association tries to engage with and discover maseut the Viking heritage in that area. As sutle t
Association continues to endeavour to move thetimeaf meetings around the membership for the @toon
of the broad understanding of the Viking world.

There has been another significant increase inmembers with 8 new organisations joining the Asstomn
this year. The Association currently has 39 memsfrem 15 countries.

With the limited resources currently available, goehding decisions on funding applications, theo&&dion
and its members continue to be active in increagiagisibility of the Viking Cultural Route by pmwoting it at

a number of key regional events and initiativeiege include a Destination Viking stand at the Y\Wiking
Festival, UK and, at the invitation of the Mayoigdve a talk on the Association and Viking CultlRalute at
the 54" Romarfa Vikinga in Catoira, Spain. Following theccessful Oresund pilot project between Denmark
and Sweden to promote the Destination Viking coheejthin the Oresund region linked by the Oresund
Bridge, the newly established “Viking Games” weamgproved for 2014 and continued under the bannéneof
Destination Viking brand. The f7Viking
congress held in Shetland in 2013 was partly
sponsored by the Destination Viking
Association. Work has continued
throughout the year on the production of the
official publication resulting from the
Congress and this will be Destination Viking
branded. This is due for publication in 2015.
The annual Viking events guide was
submitted to the Council of Europe early in
2014 and members were issued with

- L " — -
¢\ 17th Viking Congress

Shetland . %" Augast 2013 protocols for the use of the Destination
Viking and Council of Europe logos and
encouraged to ensure that the logos appears
on all their own relevant materials.

The 17th Viking Congress (Shetland, August 2013)



As the Association’s Chairman | attended the Cdwfdeurope’s Cultural Routes Forum in Innsbruckiséia
(November 2013), the Summer Seminar in Santiag8atapostela, Spain (June 2014) and the Culturald®out
Forum in Baku, Azerbaijan (October 2014). Thesetings are excellent opportunities for networkinghw
managers of other Cultural Routes and give the @ason an opportunity to contribute to the evotyin
guidelines and rules for Cultural Routes, as welbailding up valuable contacts and relationshifi wther
Routes.

The major funding application “Follow the VikingsRediscovering the Viking Legacy” was submittedhe

EU Creative Europe programme in October 2014. is Th a multi-faceted project to promote, celelrate
transfer knowledge and skills and facilitate therenge of tangible and intangible cultural matemddting to
the Viking world. It will look at the methods ofgsenting the Viking story and will seek to imprdfze visitor
experience at various sites and improve the infaonavailable to the public to help them discowere they
can learn more about the Vikings. If successha, project will assist in the fulfilment of the \iiig Cultural
Route Action Plan. It will support co-operationrgsearch and development; contribute to the erma@wct of
memory, history and European heritage; encouragfaraband educational exchanges for young European
through the touring event; support cultural andsaet practice; and promote cultural tourism and it
development.

I would like to thank you all for your hard workntausiasm and cooperation during 2014 and | lookdod to
seeing you this year.

DVA Chairman

Jimmy Moncrieff

CONTACT DETAILS

If you have a story, information or an event in your part of the Viking World that you would like published
in the next edition of the Hugin & Munin newsletter please contact:
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